THEY'RE FANS OF A FEATUR

South African
interior stylist
and mum-of-
two Kathryn
Hawkes has
turned many
a rented flat
into a desirable home in the UAE

KATHRYN IS SORRY TO SEE

TAXIDERMY TREND

THE TREND SETTO BE HUGE
Thanks to the strong Scandi influence that’s
dominating today's interiors, light flooring is
making a huge impact on the décor scene.
Gone are the days when white floors were
just for luxury boutiques — white or very light
flooring is fast becoming the norm in stylish

- homes across the globe.

THE TREND ON THE WAY OUT

The use of antlers, or any form of faux
taxidermy, has been enormously popular for
the past few years, but | suspect that this
trend is on the decline - particularly for
grown up spaces. But | think it still has some
mileage in the realm of kids' décor. It will be
a tough one for me to let go of.

FAVOURITE F
HOMEWARE { UAE

A few years ago this would have been a
pretty short list, but the region is now
teeming with exciting new options for
interiors shopping. Some personal
favourites for interesting and unique
pieces are the Bowery Company, Tribe,
and D.tales. Indigo Living, West Elm and
Crate & Barrel never disappoint, and |
can't forget my go-to - IKEA.

INSPIRAT
I've spent many years trawling my way
through interior design blogs, and these
days there's no denying the level of
inspiration drawn from Instagram and
Pinterest. That said, there's nothing | love
more than some quiet time with a good
interiors magazine.

TIPS R TRA
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First: dress the walls. | never hesitate to
paint a rented home. | just can't help myself.
It's one of the easiest ways to mark your
territory, so to speak. And you needn't paint
a whole room - a feature wall will do. If you
really can't paint the walls, consider
removable wallpaper on one wall. Hang
artwork and pictures that personalise your
space. Three dimensional objects like woven
flat baskets or juju hats pack a visual punch.
And remember that a well-placed mirror will
always enhance a room, making it look
bigger and more stylish.

Second: change the light fittings. Lighting
is often overlooked in a rental space, yet it
can change the entire mood of a home.
Replacing a boring bulb or outdated fitting
with a statement pendant light will instantly
add style and a sense of luxury.

Third: invest in rugs. Unless you've struck
gold with the flooring of your dreams, no
rented home should be without a few rugs.
Perfect for disguising those less-than-
charming chipped tiles, rugs add texture,
personality and colour.

PAINT OR WALLPAP
That's a tough one. | love seeing a wall
transformation in any form. It's amazing
though what can be done with paint effects
these days - | have a linen wall in my office
that looks like wallpaper, but is actually an
effect applied with paint. This one is really
down to budget and personal choice.

| M IaM OR
IMALISM OR SHA

Mlmmahsm Minimalism. Mmlmallsm

SOOTHING NEUTRALS OR
BRIGHT COLOURS?

Soothing neutrals.

DREAM HOME?

Definitely a bush home in South Africa.
Think high ceilings and huge windows with
light, airy neutrals and lots of earthy, F
natural textures. :
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