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Casual chic is paired with subtle
colours in this design blogger’s home.
BY RACHEL McARTHUR
PHOTOGRAPHY BY KISHORE KUMAR
STYLING BY JACQUI MADSEN AND KATHRYN HAWKES
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Kathryn Hawkes is living proof that you don’t have to
spend an arm and a leg to achieve the look you want
for your home. The Dubai-based, South Africa native
has garnered an impressive following on her blog,
House of Hawkes (www.houseofhawkes.net), thanks to
her easy-to-follow DIY tips and quick room makeover
suggestions.
And she personally practices what she preaches.
Kathryn’s home in the Meadows is full of simple pieces
of furniture transformed into expensive looking ﬁxtures, with a spot of creative DIY.
“My rooms are always changing,” she tells us. “You
can make small changes to a room without having to
splurge. Take the cushion covers, for example. Change
those and you change the whole room.”
Launched at the end of 2013, House of Hawkes was
born thanks to Kathryn’s love of interior design. Unbeknown to a lot of her fans, the mother-of-two is selftaught (her professional background is in marketing).

South African slang words and
family pictures on the beloved
‘Africa wall’.
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Kathryn’s use of neutrals is anything
but dull. In the living room, accessories
from West Elm add a touch of glam.

HOME TOUR

Linda’s quirky and functional home ofﬁce
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Walls are painted a calm Revere Pewter
from Benjamin Moore.
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The faux marble desk top in the
home ofﬁce is another clever
DIY project.

“Other people indulge in shoes and clothes. For me,
it’s all about decor,” she confesses. “I thought of starting
a blog for 18 months before actually doing it. It has had a
great reception; with people from the USA, Australia and
the UK reading it!”
As she takes us on a tour of her residence, two features
really stand out. The ﬁrst is that Kathryn’s taste is modern, simplistic and fuss-free. “My colour palette is pretty
neutral,” she says. “It’s just tricky with kids, I suppose.
However, life is too short; if you want cream couches, have
cream couches. I have had loose covers made for mine so I
can just pop them into the washing machine.”
Secondly, the blogger is very proud of her heritage
which she showcases throughout the four-bedroom villa.
The ﬁrst thing that catches our attention upon entering is
what she calls her ‘Africa wall’. “I found these South African slang words at a market and the photos are of our kids,
as well as one of our wedding which was also back home.”
Durban-born Kathryn loves picking up bits and pieces
Kathryn spraypainted woven African baskets
and hung them above the headboard.

Kathryn’s Design
Do’s and Don’ts
Don’t rush out and buy the ﬁrst
thing you like; you will usually
ﬁnd something similar for a
fraction of the price.
Do look for pieces in cheaper
stores: IKEA and Dragon Mart
are great sources for ﬁnding
panels of wood that you can
transform into a table top, for
example.
Don’t make it complicated.
Even simple DIY projects can
have amazing results.
Do spend money on fabrics;
good fabric goes a long way.
In Dubai, the Satwa market is
where I get all of my curtains
and upholstery done. It helps
to give a picture as reference
of what you are looking for, as
well as sizes and dimensions.
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Kathryn created the artwork
that adorns the walls of
her children’s rooms.

It’s all about mixing pieces together
over a period of time. One shouldn’t
be scared of making changes!”
KATHRYN HAWKES
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from markets and shops when she goes back home. One of
her most treasured purchases is in the guest room. “That
feathered piece is a real African pygmy hat,” she explains.
“They’re amazing and very commonly used in South African decor.”
Based in the UAE for nine years, it was only after the
birth of her second child that Kathryn started blogging.
And the kids’ bedrooms show just how much of an inﬂuence they also have.
Her daughter is very much in the Disney princess
phase, with the whole room adorned in pink and ‘Frozen’
inﬂuences. Meanwhile, even though her son is only nearly
six, his super organised collection of superhero ﬁgurines
are any adult collector’s dream. “He’s quite a neat freak
and almost doesn’t play with them.” On the wall are prints
she bought from a comic shop in Cape Town.
In the neat home oﬃce downstairs, Kathryn’s desk
looks like it has a marble table top. In fact, it’s just wood
covered with marble-eﬀect contact paper; another example of her DIY genius. Kathryn says she does splurge
sometimes though. Kathryn’s most prized possession is
the Z5 bamboo-and-khadi cotton lamp, designed by Nelson Sepulveda, which hangs over the dining table. “It’s all
about mixing pieces together over a period of time. One
shouldn’t be scared of making changes.”
For those wanting to achieve similar low-cost home
makeovers, Kathryn plans to launch an e-decor service
soon. “It’s for people who don’t want to take on a whole
interior design project. Based on their budget, I’ll create
a mood board with what they need to buy, next steps and
detailed instructions. It’s an aﬀordable, bite-size decor
system and I’m really looking forward to it.”

